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Meet the new District Manager Allison Rubeck
District Staff:

Allison started with the BC SWCD just last month and has
enjoyed it ever since! She is a Monroe county native and a
2014 graduate of Purdue University with a degree in Forestry.
In her free time she enjoys spending time outdoors with her
fiancé and dog.

Allison Rubeck, District Manager
Supervisors:
Laura Young, Chair

Salt Creek Preservation Group: Who they are and what they do!
Eric Beers, SCPG President

Bonnie Closey, Vice Chair
Al Weber

The SCPG mission is: To clean and preserve Salt Creek as a natural water source, wildlife Keith Kirk
habitat, and stream trail for outdoor recreation while reducing the risks of erosion and
flooding.
Charles Shaw
Goals:
1. Preserve the stream a natural water resource and wildlife habitat through proper stewardship.
2. Remove problematic obstructions form the creek to reduce erosion, improve stream
flow and mitigate flooding.
3. Create safe access to the creek for recreational use that encourages economic development.
The Salt Creek Preservation Group works hard alongside community members and its
partners to help clean and preserve Salt Creek. Through our partnership with Brown
County Soil and Water Conservation District we have secured and executed two major
DNR Lake and River Enhancement (L.A.R.E.) grants. The first helped fund the removal
of one of the state’s largest logjams near the Howard farm and another near the Bond
Cemetery Road bridge (pictured below).

Associates:
Jeannie Shaw
Alice Lorenz
Eric Eagleking
NRCS District Conservationist:
Cara Bergschneider
812-334-4325 x3

cara.bergschneider@in.usda.gov
ISDA District Support Specialist:
Nathan Stoelting
812-320-9873
nstoelting@isda.IN.gov
(cont. on page 2)
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Salt Creek Preservation Group: Who they are and what they do! (cont.)
We’ve also held multiple community events including canoe races and creek clean-ups
and have done volunteer work removing small obstructions in Salt Creek. We owe our
success to our committed volunteer members, community members, and our supportive partner the Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District.
In the future the group hopes to secure a third and final DNR grant to remove a major
obstruction near the Brown/Monroe County line. We have also secured a large piece of
equipment that the group will be using throughout the year to remove small and medium obstructions to the creek. This new boom truck will be converted to our use and
will allow us to operate with more regularity and with more flexibility than with grant
funded projects. If you'd like more information about our work connect with us on
Facebook at "Salt Creek Preservation Group", by email at cleansaltcreek@gmail.com,
or call Keith Baker 404-664-6350.

What to do with fallen leaves?
Brown county is well known for it's beautiful fall foliage. Local residents and
tourists admire the red and yellow hues that blanket the rolling hills. However,
this natural succession doesn't occur just for pretty pictures; it's an important ecological event that puts nutrients into the soil and provides a blanket for
the cold winter. The farmer's almanac lists some options to reap the benefits of
fallen leaves rather than raking them up!
" Leave them in place and mow over them a few
times. The easiest solution. The chopped leaves will
break down quickly in spring and add valuable organic matter and mineral nutrients to the lawn. Spread
them as protective mulch. Leaves make a good insulating cover for overwintering tender perennials or
root crops stored in the ground. A heavy leaf cover
allows fall-planted garlic to root without sprouting,
and prevents shallow-rooted strawberries from heaving during winter’s freeze-thaw cycles. Use them as a
weed barrier for spring plantings. Chopped or left whole, leaves make excellent
mulch for vegetable crops, blueberries (and other berries), and ornamental shrubs.
They not only suppress weeds and help retain soil moisture, but because they contain no weed seeds themselves, they won’t encourage the spread of new
weeds. Make compost. Carbon-rich leaves pair well with summer’s nitrogen-rich
grass clippings. Layer three or four inches of old leaves with an inch of fresh grass
clippings or other green leafy yard waste."
-to read this full article visit http://www.almanac.com/blog/natural-health-home-tips/what-do-fallleaves
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The Mission of the District
is to provide information about soil,
water and related natural resource
conservation; identify and prioritize
local soil and water resource
concerns; and connect land users to
sources of education, technical and
financial assistance to implement
conservation practices and technologies.

Find us on the web at:
browncountyswcd.com
Like us on Facebook
(search ‘Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District’)
Sign up for our quarterly e-newsletter
here or call the office to be added to
our mailing list!

On Sale Now!

Stop by the SWCD office to pick up a
Brown County Plat Book for only
$15.00, a soil survey book for FREE,
also water and soil testing kits (prices
vary).

Invasive Species Spotlight: Evergreen Vines
You're probably thinking that summer is over and now you don't have to do any more
yard work, right? Think again! Some invasive species are most effectively treated during
the dormant season (October-March). Follow these simple tips for removing invasive
evergreen vines:






foliar spray after first frost and anytime throughout the dormant season
temperature should be above 50 degrees F
these species have very waxy leaves so using a higher percentage of herbicide, within label directions, will be more effective
suggest foliar spray with triclopyr and surfactant
and as always, USE PESTICIDES WISELY

Upcoming Events

Wednesday October 7th 6:30 pm–
Locally Led Meeting followed by
Monthly Board Meeting
Wednesday November 4th 5:00 pm
Monthly Board Meeting
Wednesday December 2nd 5:00 pm
Monthly Board Meeting

pictured from left to right: periwinkle (V inca minor), English ivy (Hedera helix), and
wintercreeper (Euonymus fortune)

Increasing Resiliency
Cara Bergschneider, Brown Co. NRCS District Conservationist

T

he fall weather and colors are upon us. Trees are changing, farmers are getting their crops out of the field and summer gardens are winding down.
What a strange growing season it’s been- first it seemed as though the rain
would never stop and then, come July, it was as though the faucet was
turned completely off. One thing is for sure- this season has been a good reminder of
how important it is to improve the resiliency of our production systems. This is true
of whether you are growing a garden, row crops, or grass for livestock.
Cover crops are a key component to increasing the resiliency of systems AND it’s not
too late to still get certain cover crops planted this year. Cover crops provide multiple
benefits by keeping the ground covered with a living plant during a time of year when
the soil would otherwise be bare. Some of the benefits include: reducing soil loss,
retaining nutrients that would otherwise be lost, increasing the moisture holding capacity of soil, providing food for beneficial soil microbes, smothering weeds, and increasing soil organic matter. With all of the benefits that cover crops provide, why not
give them a try?
If you are interested in learning more about how cover crops can increase the resiliency of your production system then give me a call; let’s talk cover crops! I can be
reached at cara.bergschneider@in.usda.gov or 812-334-4323 ext. 3. Happy fall, y’all!
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Wednesday January 6th 5:00 pm
Monthly Board Meeting
*All Monthly Board Meetings take
place in the Community Room at our
office unless noted otherwise*
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Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD
Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District
802 Memorial Drive
PO Box 308
Nashville, IN 47448

Please Recycle Me!

