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SWCD Board Meeting Times Changed 
 
Starting in November, our monthly board meeting times will now take place 
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 8:30 am. The meeting location will 
remain in the Community Room at the SWCD office. Please see page 3 of the 
newsletter for upcoming meeting dates.  

NRCS 2018 EQIP Application Deadline  
December 15th. For full details, see page 4.  

Left: Our 2017 Annual Supervisor and 
Staff Outing took place at August Ris-
ing Acres, an organic farm in Brown 
County. Pictured L to R are Amanda 
Perkins, Laura Young, Cara Berg-
schneider, Bonnie Closey, Scott Ste-
phenson, and Al Weber.  If you’re inter-
ested in getting involved as a supervi-
sor or associate supervisor, please 
email brown@iaswcd.org or call our 
office at 812-988-2211. 
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The Mission of the  
District is to provide infor-
mation about soil, water and 
related natural resource conser-
vation; identify and prioritize 
local soil and water resource  
concerns; and connect land us-
ers to sources of education, 
technical and financial assis-
tance to implement conserva-
tion practices and technologies. 

 
 

 

Find us on the web at: 
browncountyswcd.com 
 
Like us on Facebook 
(search ‘Brown County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict’) 
 
Sign up for our quarterly e-
newsletter  here or call the of-
fice to be added to our mailing 
list! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Stop by the SWCD office to 
pick up a  
 
 Brown County Plat Book -

$10.00  
 Soil Survey Book - FREE 
 Water testing kits - prices 

vary 
 Soil testing kits- prices vary 
 55 gal Rain Barrels- $75.00 

(available in black and terra    
cotta color) 

 MIPN Invasive Plants 
Pocket Guide- $4.00  

 Cover Crop Seed 
 
 

On Sale Now! 

Fourth Grade Field Day Returns! 
Written by Scott Stephenson, Brown County SWCD Associate Supervisor 

 
 

On the morning of September 15th every 4th grade 
student in Brown County arrived at school to jump back 
onto a yellow school bus for a day of learning in the 
great outdoors.  After a 3 year hiatus, Brown County 
Soil and Water Conservation District has once again 
partnered with the Brown County Schools, Purdue Ex-
tension, and Brown County State Park to revive the 
Fourth Grade Field Day. Mother Nature provided a 
beautiful late summer day as the students came excited, 
eager to participate and wearing special t-shirts to mark 
the occasion.  
 
During the day, each 4th grade class visited five of the seven planned educational stations located 
throughout the state park. The focus was on science, natural history, and environmental awareness.  
Each station had a presenter who introduced a topic and then engaged the students in a related activi-
ty.  The topics included Archeology, Animals, Aquatic Habitat and Water Quality, Fossils of Indiana, 
History of Seeds, Recycling, Soils, and Trees of Indiana.  The types of activities ranged from searching 
through bags of trash to hypothesize about the people who threw it away to testing soils with their 
hands or learning how to sort recyclable materials.  Students also had a chance to view the displays in 
the park’s nature center and observe the live animals that are kept there, including rattlesnakes!  
 
Students, teachers, and parent volunteers were shuttled between the educational stations in buses 
provided by Brown County Schools.  Three 45 minute sessions in the morning followed by a lunch 
break, then two more sessions in the afternoon.  Presenters were associated with many local, state 
and federal organizations, including the Indiana DNR, NRCS, Sycamore Land Trust, and SPEA.  Each 
presenter had at least one community volunteer to help with the lesson at hand.  The vision, organiza-
tion and planning that put all these people in place at the right moment was done by Allison Shoaf, 
District manager of BCSWCD and Brenda Ely, science teacher of Helmsburg Elementary with advice 
and counsel of Patrick Haulter, Park Naturalist at BCSP.    
 
Many thanks to the fourth grade teachers and principals of Helmsburg, Spurnica, and Van Buren Ele-
mentary Schools and all the parents who helped with supervision. Special thanks to all the presenters, 
volunteers, Brown County State Park Staff, and South Central REMC Operation Round-up. By all ac-
counts the Fourth Grade Field Day of 2017 was a success and plans are already in place for another 
memorable day of outdoor learning and fun in 2018. 

Grant money available for 
 invasive species removal and 
native planting 
 

The Brown County SWCD has cost-share 
money available to individuals and enti-
ties for the removal of non-native invasive 
plant species as well as the planting of 
native plant species. This is part of a 3 
year (2017-2019) Clean Water Indiana 

Grant. If interested please contact District Manager, Allison Shoaf at alli-
son-shoaf@iaswcd.org.  

http://www.browncountyswcd.com/main/page_home.html
https://www.facebook.com/BrownCountySoilandWaterConservationDistrict?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://eepurl.com/bzr9xv
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SWCD Monthly Board 
Meeting 

Wednesday November 15th 8:30 
am 

 
SWCD Monthly Board 

Meeting 
Wednesday December 20th 8:30 

am 
 

SWCD Monthly Board 
Meeting 

Wednesday January 17th 8:30 
am 

 
SWCD Monthly Board 

Meeting 
Wednesday February 20th 8:30 

am 
 
 
 
 

*All Monthly Board Meetings 
take place in the Community 

Room at our office unless noted 
otherwise*  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

NRCS and invasive plant groups 
sign agreement to work together 
 
Washington Times Herald, Sep 22, 2017 
 
      
As the problem with invasive plants has risen sharply globally, two entities in 
Indiana have joined forces to stem the rise of these threats to our economy and 
environment. The Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasive Management (SICIM) 
group and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) have 
entered into a contribution agreement for the purpose of developing local grass-
root organizations called Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas 
(CISMAs) throughout Indiana. 
Both SICIM and the NRCS have been working for many years to combat inva-
sive plants and raise public awareness of the devastation being caused by these 
non-native pests, and both have come to the realization that to make headway, 
the problem needs to be addressed at the local level by local people using local 
resources. 
Troy Hinkle is a board member of SICIM which is a CISMA that spans 35 
counties across southern Indiana. There are currently four regional CISMAs in 
Indiana. All of these CISMAs are operated strictly with volunteers. Hinkle ex-
plains SICIM is the oldest and largest of the existing regional CISMAs and will 
take the lead state-wide. He said, “Under the five-year contribution agreement, 
NRCS will provide partial funding for SICIM to hire staff who will work with 
SWCDs and other conservation organizations to develop or enhance CISMAs 
that cover one or two counties.” 
Hinkle envisions SICIM helping these new CISMAs get organized and find the 
human and financial resources needed to begin effectively combating invasive 
plants in their communities. 
SICIM staff and volunteers will also provide free technical assistance to land-
owners who want to control invasive plants. Landowners can have their proper-
ties surveyed to determine whether non-native plants have invaded their proper-
ty, and the CISMAs will write management plans for landowners who want to 
control invasive pests. 
Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist with the NRCS is confident that this agree-
ment will bring a needed emphasis to the fight against invasive plants in Indi-
ana. She noted NRCS has put $917,400 into the five-year agreement. The 
SICIM group has agreed to raise an equal amount through grants, donations, and 
contributions from other conservation organizations. Together these $1,834,800 
in funds, and the volunteers brought together to work on the invasive problem 
will be a formidable force which she believes will make a tremendous difference 
in bringing back the natives and restoring natural habitat in Indiana. 
For more information on this agreement contact SICIM at www.sicim.info or 
call 812-653-5563. 
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Indiana NRCS Announces EQIP Application Deadline 
 
 

Indianapolis, IN, September 27, 2017–Indiana’s agricultural producers who want to improve natural resources and address con-
cerns on their land are encouraged to sign up for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) through the USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Jane Hardisty, NRCS State Conservationist, announced that December 15, 2017 will be the 
EQIP application deadline in Indiana.   
 
“While we take EQIP applications throughout the year, applications received after December 15th will be considered in future an-
nounced application rounds.  I encourage producers with resource concerns on their land to submit an application by the dead-
line,” Hardisty explains. 
 
EQIP is a voluntary conservation program available for agricultural producers.  Through EQIP, NRCS provides financial and technical 
assistance to install conservation practices that reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, improve soil health, improve water and air 
quality, and create wildlife habitat.  
 
Many applicants are interested in using funds to address soil erosion and water quality issues on their land; however, funds are 
also available for pasture and grazing land, confined livestock operations, organic producers, drainage water management, invasive 
plant control, and wildlife habitat improvement.  Also included in this sign up are several state and national initiatives including: 

National Organic Initiative:  NRCS provides financial payments and technical assistance to help producers implement conserva-
tion measures in keeping with organic production. Beginning, limited resource, and socially disadvantaged producers may 
obtain additional assistance. 

National On-Farm Energy Initiative:  NRCS provides agricultural producers with technical and financial assistance that quanti-
fies how energy can be used more efficiently to reduce input costs, increase productivity and reduce air pollutants and 
greenhouse gas emissions. This initiative only offers assistance for 128 Conservation Activity Plans-Ag Energy Management 
Plans (AgEMPs) and certain energy conservation practices. 

NRCS Western Lake Erie Basin Initiative (WLEB):  NRCS and partners work with producers and landowners to implement volun-
tary conservation practices that improve water quality, restore wetlands, enhance wildlife habitat and sustain agricultural 
profitability in the Western Lake Erie basin.  

Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Initiative (EQIP):  The Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project is a multi-state 
effort focused on increasing monarch habitat on private lands through plantings of milkweed and nectaring forms as well 
as managing pesticide use in proximity to monarch habitat.  

Joint Chief’s Landscape Restoration Initiative:  This project targets forest land to improve conservation and restoration of oak 
communities. Funding is available in the following counties: Bartholomew, Brown, Clark, Crawford, Dubois, Floyd, Greene, 
Harrison, Jackson, Lawrence, Martin, Monroe, Morgan, Orange, Owen, Perry. Putnam, Washington.  

Working Lands for Wildlife Initiative (EQIP):  The goal of this initiative is to convert tall fescue and other non-native forages to 
native grasses and forbs and develop prescribed grazing plans to address the habitat needs of bobwhite quail and associ-
ated grassland/shrub land species. This category is available statewide on land which overlaps one of the Indiana DNR 
C.O.R.R.I.D.O.R.S. priority areas. 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI):  NRCS and partners work with producers and landowners to implement voluntary 
conservation practices that improve water quality, restore wetlands, enhance wildlife habitat and sustain agricultural 
profitability in the Great Lakes. 

 
(Continued on next page) 



USDA and Brown County SWCD  is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  

 5 

(Continued from page 4) 
 
NRCS Landscape Conservation efforts:   

Resource Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) projects:  RCPP promotes coordination between NRCS and its 
partners to deliver conservation assistance to producers and landowners. NRCS provides assistance to producers 
through partnership agreements and through the following program contracts or easement agreements. 

Tri-State Western Lake Erie Basin Phosphorus Reduction Initiative (Adams, Allen, DeKalb, Noble, Steuben and 
Wells Counties) 

Southern Indiana Young Forest Initiative 
Big Pine Watershed Partnership (Benton, White, Warren, and Tippecanoe Counties) 
The Michigan/Indiana St. Joseph River Conservation Partnership (Elkhart, LaGrange, Steuben, Noble, Koscius-

ko, DeKalb and St. Joseph Counties) 
Indiana Watershed Initiative: The University Of Notre Dame (Kosciusko, Newton, Jasper and Benton Coun-

ties) 
Improving Working Lands for Monarch Butterflies Partnership (statewide) 

Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MRBI): NRCS and partners work with producers and landowners 
to implement voluntary conservation practices that improve water quality, restore wetlands, enhance wildlife 
habitat and sustain agricultural profitability in the Mississippi River basin.  

Little Wea Watershed (Tippecanoe County) 
Big Pine Creek Watershed – Headwaters (Benton and White Counties) 
Big Pine Creek Watershed - Brumm and Darby (Benton County) 
Big Cicero Creek Watershed (Boone, Clinton, Hamilton and Tipton Counties) 
Busseron Creek Watershed (Sullivan and Vigo Counties) 
Fish Creek Watershed (Greene, Monroe and Owen Counties) 
Plummer Creek Watershed (Green County) 

 
In addition, EQIP offers financial assistance for payment of practices and conservation activities involving the development of plans 
appropriate for the eligible land.  The conservation practice associated with plan development is known as a Conservation Activity 
Plan (CAP).  EQIP applications for CAP are not required to be submitted by December 15th; they may be submitted, accepted and 
considered for funding at any time.  Funding is based on dollars available and meeting eligibility requirements.  
 
Producers interested in EQIP should submit a signed application to the local NRCS field office.  Applications submitted by the De-
cember 15th deadline will be evaluated for the funding period submitted.  Participants in EQIP must meet eligibility requirements.  
NRCS staff will work with producers to determine eligibility and complete necessary worksheets and rankings in order for the appli-
cant to compete for funding.   
 
For more information about EQIP and other technical and financial assistance available through Indiana NRCS conservation pro-
grams, contact your county’s District Conservationist http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/in/contact/local/.  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/in/contact/local/
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Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD 

Please Recycle Me! 


