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Only a few spots still available for the Native Plant
Stewardship Course!
This six part series class is open to those looking to learn
more about the benefits of conserving native plants and controlling non-native invasive plant species.
Classes will meet every Tuesday 5:30-7:00 pm starting June
12th and ending August 21st. These will take place in the
Community Room at the SWCD office. Cost is $30 per person or $50 per
couple. Stop by the office to pick up a registration form.

District Staff:
Allison Shoaf, District Manager
Courtney McGuckin, Summer Intern
Supervisors:
Laura Young, Chair

Scott Stephenson, Vice Chair
Al Weber
Amanda Perkins
Charles Shaw

Inside this newsletter you’ll find our 2018
Fall Cover Crop Seed Order Form!

Associates:
Jeannie Shaw
Alice Lorenz
Keith Kirk

Bonnie Closey
NRCS District Conservationist:
Left: Our 2018 Master Naturalist
class wrapped up on April 3rd
with 22 graduates. Here students
were learning tree identification.
Other topics included geology,
archaeology, soils, forest management, herpetology, zoology, and
wilderness survival. Graduates
will now have to complete 25 hrs.
of volunteer service per year to
maintain their certification. Please
contact the office if you’re interested in taking this course in the
future.
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Cara Bergschneider
812-778-9950
cara.bergschneider@in.usda.gov
ISDA District Support Specialist:
Nathan Stoelting
812-320-9873
nstoelting@isda.IN.gov

The Mission of the
District is to provide infor-

Meet our Newest Supervisor Scott Stephenson
Scott was appointed to the SWCD board this spring and will
serve a 3 year term from 2018-2021. Scott was born and
raised in Richmond, Indiana and attended Earlham College
there, graduating with a degree in Geology. He has lived
here in the South central part of the state since completing a
M.A.T. (Master of Arts in Teaching) and becoming employed
at Bloomington High School North as a science teacher.
Scott taught the Earth sciences, Biology, and Environmental
Science courses for 30 Years until retiring in 2015.

mation about soil, water and
related natural resource conservation; identify and prioritize
local soil and water resource
concerns; and connect land users to sources of education,
technical and financial assistance to implement conservation practices and technologies.

Scott has lived in Brown County for the last 11 years after meeting his wife, Chris
Myers, who grew up in the county. Chris and Scott live on six, mostly wooded, acres
in Western Jackson Township. He enjoys working on home and property improvement, volunteer work, as well as gardening, wood working, fly-fishing, music and watercolor painting.

Find us on the web at:
browncountyswcd.com

Come see us at the
Brown County Fair
July 29– August 4
in the Pavilion!

Sign up for our quarterly enewsletter here or call the office to be added to our mailing
list!

Like us on Facebook
(search ‘Brown County Soil
and Water Conservation District’)

On Sale Now!
Now accepting applications for 2019 Conservation Mini Grants
These grants will be available to private landowners and local organizations. Grants
will be awarded to projects that will help enhance the natural resources of the property, enhance water quality, and/or educate about our natural resources. Grant money awarded will not exceed $3,500, subject to review. These grants will be awarded
on a first- come, first-serve basis and cost-shared 50/50. The Soil & Water board will
want a completed application with plans included for the project to be implemented.
Applications are due September 28th. Qualifying applicants will then be asked to
present their proposal to the board, date TBD. After all presentations, the board will
then make a determination of the impact the project will have on the natural resources and/or education of the natural resources in Brown County.
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) that control erosion, enhance water quality,
and positively impact the land and other practices that will improve the natural resources are good choices for consideration.
For an application, please email brown@iaswcd.org or stop by our office to pick one
up.
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Stop by the SWCD office to
pick up a








Brown County Plat Book $15.00
Soil Survey Book - FREE
Water testing kits - prices
vary
Soil testing kits- prices vary
55 gal Rain Barrels- $75.00
(available in black and terra
cotta color) SOLD OUT
MIPN Invasive Plants
Pocket Guide- $4.00
Cover Crop Seed

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?

Invasive Species Spotlight: Black and Pale Swallowwort

Upcoming Events

The non-native invasive species black and pale swallowworts (V. nigraum and
V. rossicum) can coalesce to form large, monospecific stands that outcompete
with native vegetation and alter habitats. In Vermont and New Hampshire, the
endemic and endangered species, Astragalus robbinsii var. jesupii, (Jesup’s
milkvetch) is under pressure by an expanding population of V. nigrum. In addition to this V. nigrum may have negative impact on the monarch butterfly, Danaus plexippus. If you think you’ve seen this on your property, please contact
allison-shoaf@iaswcd.org.
Black swallowwort
Appearance
Vincetoxicum nigrum is an herbaceous, twining, unbranched, perennial vine which can grow up to
6.5 ft. (2 m) in length.
Foliage
Leaves are opposite, dark green, oval, and shiny with entire margins. Leaves are from 3-4 in. (7.610.2 cm) long and 2-3 in. (5.1-7.6 cm) wide. A short petiole attaches the leaf to the vine.
Flowers
Clusters of 6-10 flowers bloom from June to September. Five lobed dark purple corollas are approximately 0.25 in. (0.6 cm) across and covered with short white hairs on the upper surface.
Fruit
Fruit are pods, similar to milkweed pods, which are slender, 2-3 in. (5.1-7.6 cm) long and split to
reveal small seeds with tufts of white hairs. The hairs allow the seeds to be readily dispersed by
wind. Plants have rhizomes that sprout new plants.
Ecological Threat
Vincetoxicum nigrum readily invades upland areas. It tolerates a wide range of light and moisture
conditions and can be found invading a wide variety of upland habitat types. It is native to Europe.
The history of its introduction is uncertain, but it may have escaped from a botanical garden.

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday June 6th 5:00 pm

Native Plant Stewardship
Course begins

Tuesday June 12th - Aug 21st
5:30 pm in Community Room

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday July 11th 5:00 pm

Brown County Fair

July 29th - August 4th
Brown County Fairgrounds

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday August 1st 5:00 pm

Info from https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/55103

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday September 5th 5:00
pm

Nature Daze

Saturday September 8th
9am-3pm CYO Camp
*All Monthly Board Meetings
take place in the Community
Room at our office unless noted
otherwise*
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pale swallowwort
Appearance
Vincetoxicum rossicum is an herbaceous, twining, long-lived perennial vine. The vines can reach 5
ft. (1.5 m) in length.
Foliage
Leaves are opposite, dark green, oval, shiny, 3-4 in. (7.6-10.2 cm) long and 2-3 in. (5.1-7.6 cm)
wide. They are attached to the vine by a petiole about 0.4 in. (1 cm).
Flowers
Flowering occurs in June to September, when dark pink to deep red, 5-petaled, star-shaped flowers
appear in clusters. Flowers are approximately 0.25 in. (0.6 cm) across and are covered with white
hairs.
Fruit
The fruits are similar to milkweed pods. They are slender, 2-3 in. (5.1-7.6 cm) long and split to
reveal small seeds with tufts of white hairs. The hairs allow the seeds to be readily dispersed by the
wind.
Ecological Threat
Vincetoxicum rossicum invades upland areas and tolerates a wide range of light and moisture
conditions. It can grow rapidly over native vegetation to the point of dominating the understory of
a woodland. Wind-dispersed seeds allow it to disperse over long distances. When it is cut, this
plant resprouts vigorously, making control difficult. It is native to Europe and was likely introduced into the United States for ornamental purposes.
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Meet our new Summer Intern Courtney
Courtney McGuckin is a Purdue graduate with a degree in Wildlife. Her past work experience
includes a summer position at the Brown County State Park Nature Center and helping part
time with Habitat Solutions, LLC where she has assisted with prescribed fire and invasive
species control. She enjoys environmental outreach and is looking forward to these opportunities with the SWCD. During the school year, Courtney is a reading teacher in Columbus. She
spends her free time outside with her husband and lab puppy.
Her duties this summer will include education/outreach. Specifically, managing our social
media pages and website, preparing this year’s fair display, and helping plan for fall events
such as Nature Daze and 4th Grade Field Day.

Indiana Pond Q&A
An excerpt from the Indiana DNR Fish Pond Management Guide
Do I need to fertilize my
pond?

Most ponds in Indiana do not need to be fertilized. In fact, fertilizing can cause more problems than improvements.
The idea of fertilization is usually to jump start plankton growth in your pond, and therefore, increase fish growth,
however, fertilizing may not always do this. It can promote aquatic vegetation growth to high levels which can result
in fish kills later on. Also, excessive plankton growth can make your pond green in appearance, inhibiting plant
growth beyond where light can penetrate. Most ponds are more than fertile enough to support a fish population in
Indiana.

How can I tell how my fish
are doing?

The best way to tell is to go fishing and keep thorough records including species and length of each fish caught. This
can give you an idea of the numbers of fish you have and how well they are growing. If you are looking for a more in
depth method, there are several private companies that offer services to evaluate your pond. The Indiana Division of
Fish and Wildlife does not offer pond evaluation services on site.

How do I manage my catfish If your pond has only channel catfish, any structures that can allow catfish to spawn should be removed, although it
pond?
is unlikely that they will reproduce in most small ponds anyway. Channel catfish can be fed arterial feed or sometimes fathead minnows are stocked to provide forage. In this option, harvest is unrestricted and replacement of
channel catfish should take place in the spring or fall. The number stocked should be the number harvest plus 10
percent to account for natural mortality.
I want large bass, how do I
accomplish this?

The first thing you want to know is that with this option, you will not have large numbers of bass, but they will be big
in size. It is not possible to have both a large population of bass and very large sizes as they will compete with each
other for food, slowing growth. Largemouth bass and bluegill should both be stocked as per the stocking rates suggested above. Four years after the first initial stocking, numbers of bass from 8 to 15 inches should be greatly reduced to allow the remaining bass to grow large. With a pond of average fertility, around 30 bass ranging from 8 to
12 inches and 5 bass from 12 to 14 inches should be harvested per acre each year. All bass over 14 inches should
continue to be released.

I just bought property with
an already established
pond, how can I find out
what's in it?

The easiest and most enjoyable way to evaluate your pond is to go fishing and keep records. Use different fishing
techniques and baits to target different fish species and at various times of the day. Be sure to record the fish species, length, and if the fish was harvested or released. If you want a more immediate answer there are private companies that will come evaluate your pond for you. This will be more costly than examining the pond yourself. To find
these companies a basic internet search will usually give you results.

I still want to feed my fish.
How should I do it?

If you have not been talked out of feeding the fish and you are determined to commit to the project, we suggest the
following:
■Feed 3-6 pounds per acre of high protein fish feed per day. Do not overfeed!
■Feed should contain 32-36 percent protein.
■Feed around the entire shoreline, if possible, so many fish have an opportunity to feed.
■Feed 1/8 inch pellets as 4-5 inch bluegill can easily consume this size feed.
■On-site adjustments in the pounds of feed being fed can be made by watching the fish “clean it up.” Minimal waste
occurs with hand feeding.
■Feed only when the surface water temperature is 65 degrees or higher (May-October).
■Feed a floating pellet for the first few weeks so the fish can be observed. Once the fish learn to accept a commercial feed, gradually switch to sinking pellets, as they are less expensive but equally nutritious.
■Fish feed best when the feed is fresh. Feed should be fed within 90 days of manufacture. Since most ponds are
approximately one acre in size, one 50-pound bag of feed would last 16 days when feeding 3 pounds per acre.
■Feed will retain its freshness and flavor if stored in an air tight container in a dry cool place.

I want to swim in my pond, To keep a healthy fish population, removing all weeds from your pond is not recommended. However, pond owners
how can I keep weeds out or often use blue pond dye to keep the number of weeds down. This dye limits light penetration and reduces plant
low?
growth. Mechanical removal such as raking can also be effective. If you fertilize your lawn, remember that you are
also fertilizing the plants in your pond, watch for runoff that may be increasing your plant growth. For more information on how to get rid of specific plant species, please refer to the aquatic vegetation section.
Should I feed my fish commercial feed?

Most of the time the answer to this is NO. With a properly stocked bass/bluegill pond, commercial feed is not needed
and can cause problems. Decomposing food that falls to the bottom of a pond can use up oxygen that fish need to
survive. Also, this uneaten food can release nutrients that promote the growth of aquatic plants and algae. Additionally, fish must be fed at the same time every day and it make take time to get your fish to eat pellets. It is a long term
commitment that requires both time and money to accomplish with little guarantee that fish will grow to larger sizes.

Will IDNR come look at or
sample my pond?

No, IDNR does not evaluate private ponds. They work on all public waters within the state. If you are looking for
these services there are several private companies that offer a wide range of services.
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Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD
Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District
802 Memorial Drive
PO Box 308
Nashville, IN 47448

Please Recycle Me!

