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The Mission of the
District is to provide infor-

mation about soil, water and
related natural resource conservation; identify and prioritize
local soil and water resource
concerns; and connect land users to sources of education,
technical and financial assistance to implement conservation practices and technologies.

Get Connected
Find us on the web at:
browncountyswcd.com
Like us on Facebook
(search ‘Brown County Soil
and Water Conservation District’)
Sign up for our quarterly enewsletter here or call the office to be added to our mailing
list!

On Sale Now!
Stop by the
SWCD office to pick up a
•
•
•
•
•

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

2

Brown County Plat Book $5.00
Soil Survey Book - FREE
Soil testing kits- prices vary
MIPN Invasive Plants
Pocket Guide- $4.00
Cover Crop Seed

The Return of Youth Programming
We are very excited to be able to start offering youth natural
resources programming once again! As you may have noticed, our
office has expanded to include more staff. This will allow us to offer
new opportunities. Our new Educator, Courtney McGuckin, held her
first annual Junior Nature Camp this past month.
The group explored many topics
relating to how nature has adapted
to survive. Some topics included bird
adaptations, poison and venom, camouflage, hibernation and brumation,
and allelopathy. The discussions
included hands-on activities and
games. The campers’ favorite part
was exploring in the creek. They did a
great job of respectfully surveying the
stream habitat. We had the
opportunity to see many young
snakes, salamanders, fish, crawdads,
and even a leach. The trivia game at
the end of camp proved that the kids
learned a lot while they had fun. This was a great group of kids who
were eager to learn and asked insightful questions along the way. A
great time was had by kids and adults alike!
The future of Brown County SWCD youth programming will involve
more camps, youth/family hikes, in-school programming, and more.
We plan to continue to adapt and expand our offerings.

Upcoming Events

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday July 10th 1:00 pm

Cover Crop Orders Due
Friday July 12th

Brown County 4-H Fair
Saturday July 27th to
Sunday August 4th

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday August 7th 5:00 pm

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday Sept. 4th 5:00 pm

Brown County Native
Woodlands Project: Nature
Daze
Saturday Sept. 7th 8:30am-3pm
CYO Camp Rancho Framasa

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday Oct. 2nd 5:00 pm

Our mission has always
meant to include Brown
County residents of all
ages. In order to
successfully protect our
resources for the future,
it is important to instill a
love of nature starting
with our youth.
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*All Monthly Board Meetings
take place in the Community
Room at our office unless noted
otherwise*

An Emerging Invasive in Brown County
Brown County landowners may need to start watching out for a relatively new invasive plant that is
beginning to spread in the county. A common landscaping plant Japanese spirea (Spiraea japonica)
is showing up in our woodlots.
What to look for:
Japanese spirea is a shrub that grows a dense group of many small stems that is generally around 3
to 4 feet tall. It has thin, oblong leaves with toothed edges. The leaves branch off alternating on
each side rather than growing straight across from each other. In early summer, its clustered pink/
purple flowers can be distinctive in the woods.

Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of
Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Brown County, Indiana

Brown County, Indiana

Current project:
One Brown County couple has recently begun tackling the Japanese
spirea infestation they found on their property. They found it on
about 10 acres of their property. With the help of a Clean Water
Indiana grant from our office and Habitat Solutions LLC., they began
their first round of treatment this Spring. The thick understory has
already began to open up allowing native growth. Habitat Solutions
owner Dan McGuckin says he has recently seen Japanese spirea
appearing in the last 5 years. He recommends using a broad-leaf
specific herbicide and attempting to target the unwanted plant as
best as possible. Treatment should occur in late Spring/early
Summer before the plant goes to seed. Like many other plants, the
spirea may have a residual seed bank in the soil that will need
treated in the following years. Habitat Solutions plans to revisit this
site for a few years. As always with herbicide treatment, we
recommend carefully following all label directions when
applying chemicals.
4

Brown County site before treatment.

Did you know that Purdue University has a citizen science tick research
project that you can be apart of?
“Tick “INsiders” is a citizen science project to improve the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of
tick-borne diseases in Indiana. Our mission is to better understand the risks of tick-borne diseases
across the state, and improve health care for Indiana’s citizens.”
Species they are looking for:

For more information on tick sampling/collecting and how to pack and mail the ticks, visit their
website at tickinsiders.org. They have helpful, step-by-step video guides under the “Project” tab.
They also have tips on tick bite prevention and tick removal as well as an interactive map of
previously collected ticks in Indiana.
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Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD
Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District
802 Memorial Drive
PO Box 308
Nashville, IN 47448

Please Recycle Me!

