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Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District 
802 Memorial Drive •PO Box 308 •Nashville, IN 47448• 812-988-2211 

 

District Staff: 

Allison Shoaf, District Manager 

     allison-shoaf@iaswcd.org 

Courtney McGuckin, Educator 

     courtney-mcguckin@iaswcd.org 

 

Supervisors: 

Scott Stephenson, Chair 

Laura  Young, Vice Chair 

Al Weber 

Amanda Perkins 

Charles Shaw 

 

Associates: 

Jeanne Shaw 

Alice Lorenz 

Keith Kirk 

Bonnie Closey 

 

NRCS District Conservationist: 

Cara Bergschneider 

812-778-9950 

cara.bergschneider@usda.gov 

 

ISDA District Support Specialist: 

Nathan Stoelting 

812-320-9873 

nstoelting@isda.IN.gov 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SWCD Monthly Board 

Meeting 
Wednesday Nov. 6th 5:00 pm 

 
Mini Grant Applications 

Due 
Monday Dec. 2nd 

 
SWCD Monthly Board 

Meeting 
Wednesday Dec. 4th 5:00 pm 

 
Family Hike:  

Winter Tree ID 
Saturday Jan. 4th 1:00 pm 

Trevlac Bluffs Nature Preserve 
 

SWCD Monthly Board 
Meeting 

Wednesday Jan. 8th 5:00 pm 
 
 

*All Monthly Board Meetings 
take place in the Community 

Room at our office unless noted 
otherwise*  

 

Upcoming Community Events 
(Sierra Club) Saturday, October 19, 1:00-3:00 at Red Room, Barth. County Public Library, 
Columbus, IN - Rachel Kavathe of the Pleasant Grove Pollinator Park Steering Com-
mittee is partnering with Exhibit Columbus and the BCPL to launch the new Seed Li-
brary. Rachel is interested in saving native Indiana plant seeds and cataloguing them 
with the library.  
(Pheasants Forever) Sunday, October 27, 9:00am-3:00pm at Spring Mill State Park - 
Women's Learning Circle Event focused on Invasive Species. Free event covering inva-
sive species effects, identification, and management. This will include an afternoon field 
tour of Spring Mill and some hands-on experience with backpack sprayers. Registration 
and more details: dwilliams@pheasantsforever.org  
(Monroe SWCD) Tuesdays, Oct. 29, Nov. 5, & Nov. 12, 6:00pm-8:00pm at Karst Farm 
Park, Bloomington, IN - “Wanna Learn the Dirt About Soil?” series. Registration: learn-
thesoilaboutdirt.eventbrite.com 
(Sierra Club) Climate Advocate Workshop Saturday, November 16, 1:00 – 4:00 at Red 
Room, Barth. County Public Library, Columbus, IN - Columbus citizens have been work-
ing with the Citizen’s Climate Lobby, (CCL) to create a CCL Chapter in Columbus. Come 
learn more with us. No registration required but RSVP’s appreciated at: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/become-a-climate-advocate-columbus-in-registration-
71079381343  
(Sierra Club) Friday, November 29, 11:00am at Browning Mountain, Hoosier National 
Forest - Black Friday, OPT OUTSIDE Hike. Details: j_lowe66@yahoo.com  
(Sierra Club) Saturday, Dec 7, 10:00am at Brown County State Park - Founder’s Day 
Hike. Details: j_lowe66@yahoo.com  

mailto:dwilliams@pheasantsforever.org
mailto:h
mailto:h
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/become-a-climate-advocate-columbus-in-registration-71079381343
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/become-a-climate-advocate-columbus-in-registration-71079381343
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/become-a-climate-advocate-columbus-in-registration-71079381343
mailto:j_lowe66@yahoo.com
mailto:j_lowe66@yahoo.com
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The Mission of the  
District is to provide infor-
mation about soil, water and 
related natural resource conser-
vation; identify and prioritize 
local soil and water resource  
concerns; and connect land us-
ers to sources of education, 
technical and financial assis-
tance to implement conserva-
tion practices and technologies. 

 
 

Get Connected 
 

Find us on the web at: 
browncountyswcd.com 
 
Like us on Facebook 
(search ‘Brown County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict’) 
 
Sign up for our quarterly e-
newsletter  here or call the of-
fice to be added to our mailing 
list! 
 
 

 
 

Stop by the 
SWCD office to pick up a  
 
• Brown County Plat Book -

$5.00  
• Soil Survey Book - FREE 
• Soil testing kits- prices vary 
• MIPN Invasive Plants 

Pocket Guide- $4.00  
• Cover Crop Seed 
 
 

 

2019 4th Grade Field Day 
This year’s stations involved wildlife, soil science, septic systems, aquatic  

organisms, pollinator habitats, poultry, and history. 

Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District partnered with the  
following organizations: 

On Sale Now! 

http://www.browncountyswcd.com/main/page_home.html
https://www.facebook.com/BrownCountySoilandWaterConservationDistrict?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://eepurl.com/bzr9xv
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2019 Fall Hunt Guide– National Wild Turkey Federation 
 
INDIANA 
GAME AGENCY WEBSITE:  www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/ 
AGENCY CONTACT NUMBER: (317) 232-4200 
SEASON DATES: Varies (check regulations: www.in.gov/dnr/
fishwild/2344.htm) Archery Oct. 1-27; Dec. 7 to Jan. 5; Firearm Oct. 16-27 
HOURS: Half-hour before sunrise to sunset 
BAG LIMIT: One bird of either sex 

Excerpts from: 

Critical Wild Turkey Habitat 
In the 1940s, Eastern  turkey populations remained only in remote areas of 
extensive timberland. These areas supported turkeys because topography 
made them inaccessible and kept legal and illegal hunting to a minimum. In-
accessibility also made logging and agriculture difficult, so these areas re-
mained forested. As a result, biologists began to associate the wild turkey 
with big timber, but that wasn't exactly accurate.  
Once timbered areas were re-populated with wild turkeys (thanks to trap-and-
transfer programs) wildlife managers began experimenting with turkey trans-
plants in other areas. Turkey populations blossomed throughout the United 
States and with up-to-date research, biologists and conservation managers 
have identified a few very important ecosystems that provide optimal habitat 
for the wild turkey including habitats around rivers and streams (riparian 
zones), oaks and grasslands, pine savannas and wildlife openings (often 
called, forest clearings, meadows, pastures). 
 
To ensure and sustain wild turkey numbers in the future, we should focus 
our efforts to ensure these critical components are provided for decades to 
come.  

General wild turkey habitat requirements:  

• Trees: provide food, daytime resting and escape cover, and most im-
portantly, nighttime roost sites 

• Grasses: provide food for adults and are especially important to poults as 
environment in which they can forage for insects 

• Moisture: a direct and indirect key feature to wild turkey survival and re-
production 

Nesting habitat requirements: 

• Lateral cover: areas with a well-developed understory full of vegetation 

• Overhead cover: areas with a canopy layer to camouflage wild turkeys 
and nests from avian predators 

Brood-rearing habitat requirements: 

• An insect-rich environment for efficient foraging 

• Habitat that permits frequent foraging throughout the day 

• An area that provides enough cover to hide, but allows the adult fe-
male unobstructed vision for protection from predation 

Fall and winter habitat requirements: 

• Food: eating is critical to continued growth of young and the building of 
fat deposits by young and adults. Mast (pine seed, acorns, and other 
fruits) is the principal food during this time 

• Roosting cover: turkeys increase their use of forested cover during the 
fall and winter and decrease their use of open spaces in an effort to 
seek protection from adverse weather 



5 

Septic Systems and Soil 

Brown County had its first Septic Summit on September 3rd to educate residents about their septic systems.  Brown 
County Soil and Water Conservation District knows that septic systems and soils work hand-in-hand.  At the event, 
we sponsored vouchers for septic system cleanings.  Here are some helpful tips from Purdue Extension on how to 

keep your septic system healthy. 

Excerpts  from: 

Living Successfully with an Onsite Sewage System 

• Conserve water effectively. 

• Reduce water use from toilets. 

• Avoid automatic flush bowl cleaners. 

• Install water-conserving faucets. 

• Install water-saving showerheads. 

• Repair plumbing leaks immediately. 

• Pay attention to laundry. 

• Control what goes into the system. 

• Avoid garbage disposals. 

• Keep fats, oils, and grease out of drains. 

• Don’t dispose of solid waste or chemicals. 

• Protect the absorption field. 

• Keep storm water off the absorption field. 

• Keep vehicles off the absorption field. 

• Keep children and pets away. 

• Promote vigorous grass growth. 

• Don’t plant trees or shrubs nearby. 

• Map your system. 

• Perform periodic inspection and maintenance. 

• Clean the septic tank outlet filter. 

• Inspect the system. 

• Clean out the septic tank. 
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Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District 
802 Memorial Drive 
PO Box 308 
Nashville, IN 47448 

Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD 

Please Recycle Me! 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  


