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2019 Conservation Mini Grant Applications
Due October 19th!
These grants will be available to private landowners and local organizations.
Grants will be awarded to projects that will help enhance the natural resources of
the property, enhance water quality, and/or educate about our natural resources.
Examples include (but are not limited to):









pollinator gardens
tree plantings
rain catchment systems
livestock watering
pond/dam repair
heavy use area pads
erosion control
environmental education

District Staff:
Allison Shoaf, District Manager
Courtney McGuckin, Conservation
Coordinator
Supervisors:

Laura Young, Chair
Scott Stephenson, Vice Chair
Al Weber
Amanda Perkins
Charles Shaw

Grant money awarded will not exceed $3,500, subject to review. These grants will
be awarded on a first- come, first-serve basis and cost-shared 80/20. The Soil &
Water board will want a completed application with plans included for the project to
be implemented. Qualifying applicants will then be asked to present their proposal
to the board, date TBD. After all presentations, the board will then make a determination of the impact the project will have on the natural resources and/or education of the natural resources in Brown County.
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) that control erosion, enhance water quality,
and positively impact the land and other practices that will improve the natural resources are good choices for consideration.
For an application, please email brown@iaswcd.org or stop by our office to pick
one up.

Associates:
Jeanne Shaw
Alice Lorenz

Keith Kirk
Bonnie Closey
NRCS District Conservationist:
Cara Bergschneider
812-778-9950
cara.bergschneider@in.usda.gov
ISDA District Support Specialist:
Nathan Stoelting
812-320-9873
nstoelting@isda.IN.gov
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The Mission of the
District is to provide infor-

mation about soil, water and
related natural resource conservation; identify and prioritize
local soil and water resource
concerns; and connect land users to sources of education,
technical and financial assistance to implement conservation practices and technologies.

Find us on the web at:
browncountyswcd.com
Like us on Facebook
(search ‘Brown County Soil
and Water Conservation District’)
Sign up for our quarterly enewsletter here or call the office to be added to our mailing
list!

Brown County Master Gardener Program to be offered in early 2019!
The Purdue Master Gardener Program is an integral part of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service and provides the citizens of Indiana a chance to grow. The
original Master Gardener program was created in 1972 in Seattle, Washington in response to the overwhelming demand for home gardening information. Indiana’s program began in 1978 with 4 participating counties. Currently, approximately 40 Indiana
counties have active Master Gardener programs.
The Program provides a learning framework for participants to increase their
knowledge on a wide variety of horticultural subjects. In turn, participants volunteer
and help others grow by sharing knowledge while providing leadership and service in
educational gardening activities within their communities.
If interested, email ANR Extension Educator Alyssa Besser at abesser@purdue.edu or
call 812-988-5495.

On Sale Now!

Stop by the SWCD office to
pick up a
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Brown County Plat Book $15.00
Soil Survey Book - FREE
Water testing kits - prices
vary
Soil testing kits- prices vary
55 gal Rain Barrels- $75.00
(available in black and terra
cotta color) SOLD OUT
MIPN Invasive Plants
Pocket Guide- $4.00
Cover Crop Seed

Day spent outdoors a worthwhile experience

Upcoming Events

Allison Shoaf, Brown County SWCD Manager
Slimy tadpoles, gritty soil, and smooth fossils describes
just a few of the things that students got their hands
on at this year’s 4th Grade Field Day. Every 4th grade
student from Spurnica, Van Buren, and Helmsburg
Elementary Schools got to spend the day in Brown
County State Park learning about the great outdoors.
The students were shuttled around the park to
different stations where they learned about animal
adaptations, soils, recycling, fossils, trees, amphibians, reptiles, and
archaeology. All day, you could see children’s faces light up as they discovered something new about themselves. Such as, successfully using an atlatl
to launch a spear 20 feet in the air, like our early settlers did. Or catching
crawdads with their bare hands as they dart through the murky creek water.
I have fond memories of field trips like this when I was a kid. I distinctly remember the excitement of running through the woods with my classmates,
looking for macro-invertebrates in the creek, and then eating a hard earned
lunch at the picnic tables. I believe all kids have an “explorer” inside of them
and what better place to inspire those qualities than nature?

Author Richard Louv says it best in Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our
Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder, “Time in nature is not leisure time; it's
an essential investment in our children's health (and also, by the way, in our
own).”
I want to thank Brown County Schools superintendent, teachers, staff, and
bus drivers for making that investment in our youth. This experience is invaluable. Also, to our sponsors: Brown County SWCD, Brown County Purdue Extension, Brown County Community Foundation, Brown County Public Library,
Friends of the Brown County State Park, and Brown County Eye Care.

Local Working Group
Meeting

Wednesday October 10 4:30 pm
SWCD Office

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday October 10 5:00 pm

Women4theLand Workshop
Tuesday October 16th
9 am– 3 pm RSVP required

IFWOA Annual Conference
November 2-3
Abe Martin Lodge
RSVP required

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday Nov.7th 5:00 pm

Raptor Rendezvous
Sunday November 11
Abe Martin Lodge
Ticket Required

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Wednesday December 5th 5:00
pm
*All Monthly Board Meetings
take place in the Community
Room at our office unless noted
otherwise*
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Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD
Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District
802 Memorial Drive
PO Box 308
Nashville, IN 47448

Please Recycle Me!

