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Brown County Soil & Water Annual Staff and Supervisor Outing
District Staff:
Allison Shoaf, District Manager
allison-shoaf@iaswcd.org
Courtney McGuckin, Educator
courtney-mcguckin@iaswcd.org

Our Annual Supervisors Outing
was a chilly one this year, but
well worth the views! Supervisor Scott Stephenson gave us a
tour of the Sycamore Land
Trust Trevlac Bluffs property,
where he is a volunteer land
steward. We had a nice hike to
the native Eastern Hemlock
stand, a picnic lunch, and simply a day to appreciate conservation work in Brown County.

Supervisors:
Laura Young, Chair
Scott Stephenson, Vice Chair
Al Weber
Amanda Perkins
Charles Shaw

Want to get involved with our Board? Contact us anytime!

Associates:
Jeanne Shaw
Alice Lorenz
Keith Kirk
Bonnie Closey
NRCS District Conservationist:
Cara Bergschneider
812-778-9950
cara.bergschneider@in.usda.gov
ISDA District Support Specialist:
Nathan Stoelting
812-320-9873
nstoelting@isda.IN.gov
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A Day of Conversation and Conservation
By Allison Shoaf
On October 16th, a group of local landowners and natural resource professionals came together to discuss how to best manage their woodlands. However, one thing was different about this woodland owner’s workshop than ones
we have offered in the past; it was women only.
“According to USDA’s Economic Research Service, Characteristics of
Women Farm Operators and Their Farms found that the number of womenoperated farms more than doubled between 1982 and 2007. Nearly a third of
the nation’s land in farms are now farmed or co-farmed by women. Many have
inherited family land, some are just starting out, some are returning to the
farm, and many are “non-operating” landowners who lease their land to neighboring farmers.
Across the state, Soil and Water Conservation Districts have recently
been hosting Women’s Learning Circles. Women4theLand (W4L) is a partnership of agricultural and natural resource conservation agencies and organizations working together to provide information, networking, education and resources to Indiana women landowners and farmers.
W4L uses the learning circle model to provide information in a comfortable, informal setting where women learn from professional conservationists as
well as from each other. The meetings are facilitated in a way that builds
knowledge and confidence. Participants are considered the “experts” on their
own production, farmland and conservation needs, and are encouraged to
speak about their own experiences and goals rather than simple listen to a
presentation.”
This was Brown County’s first time hosting such an event and we found
it very successful. With so many forest landowners in the county, we decided to
focus on woodland management. We discussed invasive species, harvesting
activities, goals and objectives for individual’s property, financial assistance
programs, and more. In the afternoon, we took a short hike to re-emphasize
parts of the morning discussion.
A special thank you all who made the event possible and The Nature
Conservancy: Brown County Hills project for letting us host our event at their
beautiful new office. Excerpts from http://women4theland.iaswcd.org/

The Mission of the
District is to provide information about soil, water and
related natural resource conservation; identify and prioritize
local soil and water resource
concerns; and connect land users to sources of education,
technical and financial assistance to implement conservation practices and technologies.

Get Connected
Find us on the web at:
browncountyswcd.com
Like us on Facebook
(search ‘Brown County Soil
and Water Conservation District’)
Sign up for our quarterly enewsletter here or call the office to be added to our mailing
list!

On Sale Now!

Stop by the SWCD office to
pick up a








2

Brown County Plat Book $15.00
Soil Survey Book - FREE
Soil testing kits- prices vary
55 gal Rain Barrels- $75.00
(available in black and terra
cotta color)
MIPN Invasive Plants
Pocket Guide- $4.00
Cover Crop Seed

Meet Our New Educator!
You may recognize Courtney McGuckin as our
summer intern. This fall, she joined us as our
part-time Educator. Courtney will be taking over
outreach responsibilities such as the website,
Facebook page, and newsletters. Courtney is
looking forward to the opportunity to bring back
youth programming at BCSWCD. She has about 8
years of experience involving youth education
through college courses, volunteering, and working in schools. She also has a bachelor’s degree
from Purdue University in Wildlife.

Upcoming Events

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting
Wednesday Jan. 2nd 5:00 pm

Join Stone Head Nature Preserve on January 1st, 2019 for a Christmas Bird
Count and First Day Hike!

Ag Day Breakfast
Saturday Jan. 26th 8:30 am

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

“On January 1st, please join us for the first annual Gnaw Bone Christmas Bird
Count! This count circle includes areas such as Brown County State Park,
Grandview Lake, and of course Stone Head Nature Preserve! If you are interested in participating, please email Ryan Slack at rslack@cecinc.com.

Wednesday Feb. 6th 5:00 pm

Not up for a full day of birding but still want to get outside? Head over to the
preserve at 1pm for a First Day Hike! We will enjoy the forests and wetlands
of the preserve and hopefully see some winter birds along the way.”

Thursday March 7th 5:00 pm
(Brown County History Center)

SWCD Monthly Board
Meeting

Brown County SWCD
Annual Meeting
Thursday March 7th 6:00 pm
*All Monthly Board Meetings
take place in the Community
Room at our office unless noted
otherwise*
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An excerpt from...

How Salt Damages Plants
Salt’s toxic effects on plants have been known
since ancient times when it was used for biological warfare to destroy an enemy’s fields and crops. Common
salt is toxic because it is made up of sodium and chloride
and both are toxic to plants when present in high concentration.
When salt dissolves in water, the sodium and
chloride ions separate. When this happens, the sodium
ions in the salt replace the other nutrients in the soil that
plants need (potassium, calcium, and magnesium), so
these nutrients are unavailable to the plant. Rock salt
also absorbs the water that would normally be available
to roots, which dehydrates the roots, changes their
physiology, and causes additional plant stress. Meanwhile, roots absorb the chloride ions and transport them
to the leaves, where they accumulate and interfere with
chlorophyll production and photosynthesis.
One study found that the soil from a highway
median had a chloride concentration of 1,050 parts per
million (ppm) (Hofstra and Smith, 1984). The soil less
than 30 feet from the highway had a chloride concentration of 890 ppm, which is still ten times greater than levels that are known to inhibit seed germination and root
growth in grasses and wildflowers. Such salty soil is one
reason that salt-loving and invasive giant reed Phragmites can colonize sites near many Midwest roads.
Salt damage doesn’t stop with the roots. When
passing vehicles spray salt on plants, it can damage a
plant’s leaves, buds, and small twigs, which in turn can
reduce the plant’s cold hardiness, making tissue more
susceptible to freeze damage.

Figure 1. Different plants have different sensitivity to salt. The leaves from this oak tree show
telltale signs of extreme salt damage.

https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/id/id-412-w.pdf

Salt Alternatives and How to Prevent Salt Damage
The easiest way to prevent salt damage is to avoid it.
Whenever possible, use coarse sand instead of salt to provide
traction and make sidewalks and driveways less slick. If you must
use salt, use it judiciously, and erect barriers with plastic fencing,
burlap, or snow fencing to protect sensitive plants and minimize
their contact with salt (Figure 3).
When possible, consider non-sodium de-icing agents such
as calcium chloride or calcium magnesium acetate (CMA), a saltfree melting agent made from limestone and acetic acid. The relative costs of these products are provided in Table 1. There are
simple practices that homeowners can implement when plants
are grown in areas that receive heavy salt applications. Keep in
mind that plants are highly adaptive and vary in their ability to
grow in salty soils.
Plants that tolerate high-salt soils are referred to as
“halophytic” or salt loving. These plants naturally occur by ocean
coastlines, estuaries, and salt-water marshes. By utilizing more
salt-tolerate plants, salt damage may be minimized or avoided.
Table 2 lists salt-tolerant plants hardy for Indiana. But remember:
severe salt can still damage or kill even salt-tolerant plants — the
dose makes the poison!
In those years when large amounts of salt are used, minimize plant damage by irrigating soils to leach out the sodium and
chloride prior to spring growth. Since most salts are watersoluble, thorough and repeated applications of water can effectively leach salts out of the root zones.
Salt damage can be deadly when excessive or repeated
exposure occurs with a salt-sensitive plant. Simple preventative
measures can help prevent salt damage or plant death. These
measures include avoiding salt-sensitive plants in high-traffic areas, protecting plants (salt sensitive and salt tolerant) with barriers,
using sand to de-ice rather than salt, using formulations of salt
that don’t contain sodium chloride, and irrigating soils deeply if
sensitive plants were repeatedly exposed to salt.

Figure 3. Covering plants especially sensitive to salt with burlap
4 or other materials can reduce damage caused by salt spray from
roads.
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Proud Partners of the Brown County SWCD
Brown County Soil and Water Conservation District
802 Memorial Drive
PO Box 308
Nashville, IN 47448

Please Recycle Me!

